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s we look forward to the next era as custodians of the
Royal Glen, we look back on a quick snapshot to the
past, and celebrate that we have been welcoming Guests

for over 100 years, since 1883 in fact but under the name ‘The
Royal Glen’ since 1926. A sincere thank you to all of you who
have supported us loyally over those years, with encouragement
of our improvements, telling us there is still a place for the
individual, the personal, the family approach and favouring not
stripping the character of the Glen itself. Some have been visiting
for a very long time, becoming a bit of a competition. We would
love to hear of any of your special memories. 

A special mention to past team members who were integral in
the long term; Yvonne recently retired, Judith & Robert who
made it possible for us to organise our time with our young
families in the 90’s; and when we were growing up those who
were party to the smooth running for Jean & Orson Crane and

are remembered with deep fondness by Vivienne and myself. We
acknowledge ‘The Team’; who are currently the life and blood of
the Glen, and proudly welcome back into the fold Ashley
Caldwell taking over the general management and custodianship
of this special building with vision for future generations.
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‘The Team’



THE SIDMOUTH CAPRICCIO

An innovative new artwork at Sidmouth Museum was unveiled by
the Sid Vale Association (founded in 1846), created by local
historian John McCarthy and graphic artist Giles Sadler. The
central character is Queen Victoria, who as the infant Princess
Alexandrina Victoria came with her parents the Duke and Duchess
of Kent to spend Christmas 1819 at Woolbrook Cottage (now The
Royal Glen). The Capriccio is a fantasy compilation bringing
together on a stage 90 prominent people from Sidmouth’s rich
history, set against a backdrop of wonderful local buildings and
landmarks across a mystical Devon landscape. The imagery is a
mix of photographs, historical and modern, paintings, prints,
statues and cartoons. At the museum visitors can interpret the
Capriccio with the key alongside and a touchscreen to call up
information on all the content. Read more on our Blog on the
website www.royalglenhotel.co.uk. There really are too many
characters of note to mention here. The only living characters are
equestrian Mary King and England cricketer Dom Bess (yes
related!). HG Wells is included as one of the many well known
figures and his stay is recorded in the Sidmouth Observer of 10th
April 1895. Confirmed by the HG Wells society that the said ‘Mr
& Mrs Wells’ seen in the list of visitors staying at ‘The Glen
Boarding House’ is one and the same. At the time the hotels and

guest houses published the
names of their guests each
week.  

His stay possibly prompted
the short story ‘Sea Raiders’
published in 1896 in the
‘Weekly Sun Literary
Supplement’. The tale set
along the coast includes
Sidmouth. We are hoping
to organise with a local
group to perform a short
folk satire ‘Sea Raiders’ on
the front patio, date to be
confirmed.

SURPRISE MASTERMIND QUESTION

Did you see it? In October a Mastermind competitor was
answering questions on his specialist subject the Jurassic
coast, got them all right, except one:
‘What hotel at Sidmouth was previously called ‘Woolbrook
Cottage’ when it was the home of the Duke and Duchess of
Kent who moved there in 1819 for a brief period with their
infant daughter the future Queen Victoria!
The answer of course was us!

MORE UP TO DATE VISITORS OF REPUTE

Mr & Mrs Hill from the Isle of Man have been visiting
for over 40 consecutive years in November celebrating
their honeymoon, and each anniversary. Tewin Cricket
club having been touring since the 60’s and although
those visiting us don’t weald the bat and ball now, they
continue to visit and support their team. One of

their family was even
born in Exeter hospital
whilst on tour. There
are really too many to
mention that have been
visiting us for many years
and who really have
become family of ‘The Glen’
and even those who have
found us for the first time
soon experience the magic of
Sidmouth and the sense of
belonging at the Glen.  

DISCOVERING THE SOUTH WEST 660
We were delighted to welcome the South West 660 team as they
curated the trip section from Lyme Regis to Exeter. This
spectacular road trip from Poole in Dorset to Watchet in Somerset,
follows the beautiful coastline of south west England.

“With 12 unique sections, each around 50 miles long, you will
experience the diversity and splendour of the four counties that make
up this corner of the UK. Exploring SW660 is all about taking
your time, slowing down and enjoying the moment.”

To learn more about the route visit
www.southwest660.com

T H E R O Y A L G L E N H O T E LT H E R O Y A L G L E N H O T E L

Sidmouth Observer and Visitors List 1895

Mr & Mrs Hill have visited 40 consecutive years!
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SIDMOUTH DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2026
Winter & Spring Value Breaks from February 17th;
March, April and November.

Glen Indoor Heated Pool: Opening Date March 21st
please contact direct to check. 9m by 6m and a depth of 1
metre. Temperature is kept between 82 and 84 degrees.
Towels are provided with changing facilities.  

Sidmouth Museum: Opens March 30th with new displays
and the popular guided walks.

Donkey Week: 5th – 12th May a week-long celebration of
donkeys with talks & presentations, farm visits to outlying
farms not usually open to the public, scenic walks, and
direct interaction opportunities with the donkeys.
Accommodation packages.  Entry to Sanctuary free. Open
all year.

The South West Academy of Fine & Applied Arts in
collaboration with the Donkey Sanctuary & Town Council
promoted art in local schools, showcasing a drove of
beautifully painted donkeys at their annual exhibition. We
sponsored ‘Glen’, who was transformed into his colourful
form by Newton Poppleford Primary pupils.  

Sea Fest: Friday 15th & 16th May at Connaught Gardens;
celebrating the sea & our coast, it is about the community
working together. It is a shared platform for music, artists,
crafts, creatives, and food. It showcases activities, heritage &
education connected to sea & coast for residents and
visitors. 

Devon County Show: 21st, 22nd & 23rd May Supporting
agriculture and the countryside the 3 day event held at
Westpoint (just 6  miles from Sidmouth) offers a wealth of
local food & drink, retail, arena displays and the very best of
breeds and produce on show, not to mention tractors, heavy
horses and music as well.

Sidmouth Jazz Festival: 22nd – 25th May  Top Artists
confirmed. Early Bird tickets on sale now. 

Manor Pavilion:  June to August  ‘The longest running
repertory season in the UK’ 

Devon Cricket at the Fortfield www.devoncricket.co.uk  

Sidmouth 72nd Folk Festival: 31st July – August 7th secure
your room early just a few vacancies, please book direct. For
full line up and events: www.sidmouthfolkfestival.co.uk

Regatta Weekend: 28th August Bank Holiday weekend
event to be confirmed.

Sidmouth Walking Festival: 12th – 18th September follow
on their official facebook page for news, schedule of walks
for the week and how to book.

Classic Car Show: Saturday 12th September 

Science Festival: 9th – 18th October 10 days of inspiring
events.

The Glen indoor heated pool opens 21st March 2026

Left: ‘Glen’ the hotel
sponsored donkey with
Bella & Alfie Bess!

Below: Sidmouth Jazz
Festival 22-25 May 2026

Left: Theatre summer
season runs June - August
2026

Below: Don’t miss the
every popular Classic Car
Show - 12 September 

Right: Relax, Recharge, Revive,
Visit Sidmouth’s logo is just the
ticket as it promotes Devon’s
Coast is calling. This wonderful
giant deck chair was out on the
esplanade.



DINNER IS SERVED...

Dinner is served at ‘The Glen’ from 6.30pm and prepared using
local Devon produce with delicious Daily Specials! Book your
preferred time. See more menu details on our website.

GUEST REVIEWS

A great stay in all respects.  July 2025
From my call to make the booking through to our check out today
we felt like guests that the whole team cared about. We loved the
peace, quiet and spaciousness of the suite, the ambiance and choice
in the bar…. and the updated restaurant…
Yes, understandably, the hotel has its quirks and that is part of its
appeal, being a grade one listed building, you marvel at bygone
designs mixed wherever possible by modern twists. Breakfast choices
were very good and all served with a smile, whilst the evening
restaurant team were attentive, friendly and welcoming.
Lastly, the choice and quality of all the dishes we tried from the
dinner menus each of the three nights we stayed was commendable
and very enjoyable. Thank you! Until our next visit….”

Lovely hotel. June 25
“Beautiful 'old school' hotel with a lovely indoor pool, small but
great for a bit of exercise. Loved the drawing room with views down
to the sea and pretty outdoor seating areas. Staff very helpful, rooms
clean and comfortable. Very sedate and 'grown up', didn't see any
mobile phones at breakfast! We'll be back.
Travellers Tip; Switch off your phone, unplug your laptop, take a
deep breath and relax - you're in the right place.

An absolute gem of a traditional hotel. April 2025
“I first stayed at the Royal Glen several decades ago and was
delighted to find it has kept up with the times yet retained its
unique charm. It's an absolute gem of a hotel where old fashioned
courtesy and service ensure a truly relaxing break. It's not a
thoroughly modern, everything designer-grey impersonal kind of
hotel - it's traditional, comfortable, welcoming and excellent at
what it does. The Glen is an historic, old building with lots of ins
and outs: a beautiful oval drawing room with sea views and comfy
chairs, a cosy bar and an oval dining room where good honest food
is served by an excellently trained staff. Rooms are characterful, beds
comfortable, showers hot and powerful. Hidden outside is a superbly
clean and airy indoor pool at just the right temperature to tempt - I
had it to myself every morning of my stay and it was glorious.
The hotel is run with admirable attention to guest comfort and to

economic management: the indomitable ‘team members’ are one
minute carrying your luggage, another they're behind the bar
pouring your drinks and then serving in the restaurant - always
with a smile. If meal times are slightly restrictive, as another
reviewer comments, it's worth remembering that this is reflected in
the menus where the prices are lower and the food better than in
many of the surrounding establishments.
I had a glorious weekend and hope to be back very soon.

BOOKING CHOICES

The Early Bird offers are on their way to those provisionally
booked in 2025 for 2026 and if any of you are looking to catch
these give us a call, they will only be available until January 9th.
Available by telephone direct.
If you require a specific room or have requests or requirements
please call by telephone or email us.  We need to allocate
manually and accordingly.  We are very happy to do this as we
know our Guests have favourites or rooms that suit them best.
We will always give our direct Guests the best available rate,
there maybe a choice of rates with different cancellation
options; the choice will be yours.  If you wish to book online
please choose OUR website.  Hosted by Travelclick rates will be
comparable with the OTAs but will also offer Breaks and
Packages.  If booking with online travel agents then the options
are rigid and no specific room allocation can be reserved. Like
most we now work on dynamic rates throughout the year which
are subject to demand and availability.  We are looking forward
to your call already.

VALUE BREAKS

From 17th February & March Popular 4 day Value Break
inclusive of dinner 3 course & coffee not including Easter; 
Early Bird offer available to book in advance up to March 1st.

April 4 day Value Break – Does not include Saturdays unless a 7
night stay, Early Bird offer available to book until April 1st
Terms inclusive of current Vat rate per night

Early Bird Feb/March April (not inc Easter)

Standard Single £120.00 £127.60
Superior Single £128.00 £135.60
Standard Double or Twin £192.70 £203.60
Superior Double or Twin £217.00 £228.60
Suite Double or Twin £241.30 £255.10

We wish you all Seasons Greetings at this time of year and
look forward to our continued association and friendship, and
to making new friends in the coming year.

Glen Road, Sidmouth, Devon EX10 8RW 
Tel (01395) 513221  •  Email: info@royalglenhotel.co.uk

www.royalglenhotel.co.uk
Proprietors: Mrs H Caldwell and Mrs V Bess
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