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reetings from us all here at the Royal Glen: 
What a ‘Royal Season ‘it has been and with our
royal connections and family business we enjoyed

the celebrations. With seven decades as Monarch it was a
milestone, making Queen Elizabeth II the country’s longest-
reigning sovereign. Celebrating her Platinum Jubilee, Head
Chef Mal produced a menu of favourite English Dishes; the
town enjoyed a street party and jazz and many organisations
celebrated with their group interests. 

Queen Elizabeth celebrated other jubilee years; when a new
building project was completed in 1977 we named the new
extension The Jubilee Wing. We have only just about
stopped referring to it as the new wing! The Passing of
Queen Elizabeth II on September 8th aged 96 was sudden,
we joined with our country nationally in offering our
thoughts and prayers to all her family, thanking her and
celebrating in her stupendous reign and in all she did.
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ROYAL CONNECTIONS

Queen Victoria was Queen Elizabeth II's great-great-grandmother.
Victoria was born in 1819 and succeeded her uncle King William
IV to the throne in 1838. With Prince Albert she had many
children including her oldest son Albert Edward, who grew up to
become King Edward VII (Elizabeth's great-grandfather). Prince
Philip was also a great-great grandson of Victoria, his mother
being Princess Alice third child to Queen Victoria.

The Royal Glen was the house known as Woolbrook Cottage
where Victoria spent her first Christmas and where her father the
Duke of Kent died of pneumonia in 1820. When her mother the
Duchess of Kent died, Queen Victoria was deeply moved to
discover how much her mother had preserved items relating to her
babyhood. These precious things included a drawing of the room
in which her father had died at Woolbrook Cottage are evident
from her memoirs. Victoria did not forget Sidmouth, the royal
yacht sailed past the town on 30 August 1843 and asked
Charlotte, Lady Canning who was in attendance, to make a little
sketch of it because it was the place where her father had died.
Lady Canning’s sketch survives in the Royal Collection. The local
church has a stained glass window gifted by Victoria in 1866.

FRESH IDEAS & TRADITION ON THE MENU

We welcomed Head Chef Malachi Martinez in February, who has
introduced some new seasonal variations and classic traditional
dishes. The new lunch time platters ploughmans, and fish and
chips served on the patio with a view towards the sea have been
very popular, as have been Mal’s signature Sea Bass, Scallop &
Bacon Salads, Curries,  Steak nights, Pan Fried Duck with

Cabbage & Bacon; Dartmoor Lamb Rump to name a few.
Provenance is key and Mal will source locally as much as possible.
Our local supplier Dart Fresh / Goosemoor with their roots in
farming themselves, source the beef and lamb from Dartmoor,
cauliflowers from Barnstaple, chutneys and jams from Lifton,
guaranteeing us best quality produce throughout the seasons. 

UPGRADES AND REFURBISHMENT

The Cambridge and Edinburgh Suites; with the
essential modern bathroom, decorated in the typical
Glen style, for the first time these two suites have a
small utility area with hob, fridge and microwave for
those wishing to have more flexibility in self-catering.
The two new suites offer a sitting area or sofa bed for
an extra person, and both rooms can accommodate a z bed for a
further child. This brings are number of suites now up to six.

SIDMOUTH ARTS

Local Gallery Kennaway House exhibited a wide array over the
year; from the established and well known professional artists such
as Peter Vaillant; to talented amateurs, school and college students,
it is always worth a browse. Apart from the usual art exhibitions
and craft fayre, ‘Tree in Art’ show cased pieces as a tribute to the
Queen’s Jubilee because of her love of trees. In July a successful
talk and exhibition of Gowns, Drawings and Memorabilia from a
personal collection of Mrs Claire Williams the goddaughter of Sir
William Hartnell KCVO took place. A leading British
fashion designer and acclaimed Royal designer to the
Queen. By no means least, the Gallery saw a solo
exhibition ‘Generating Imagery’ by our very own
family member Lilly, who many of you
may remember greeting
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Lady Cannings’s sketch of Sidmouth from the Royal Yacht August 1843
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you in the Restaurant. Lilly has just embarked on her final
year BA Fine Art at Central St Martins.

Occasionally we are asked about the Glen collection of prints,
in reality they have been there along time and passed down
the generations, many bear the name Herbert Stodart, who
lived locally in the 40’s 50’s, his father and grandfather were
far more successful and well known producing, in the style of
numerous Georgian portraits. Herbert copied and used their
stipple engraving,
copperplate mezzotint
sketches as subjects.
Others are old prints
of the large houses in
the Sid Valley which
can be interesting
trying to see where
and how they look
today. In the study we
added two new pieces,
one a watercolour, a
guest painted of the
Royal Glen and
another is an
embroidery piece from
local artist Jacqueline
Tovey.

JAZZY VIBES IN SIDMOUTH

For the first time Sidmouth had a Jazz festival which we look
forward to again in 2023. There was an amazingly varied line
up including Ian Shaw & Liane Carroll who have 4 BBC jazz
awards between them and are regulars at the world- famous
Ronnie Scott Jazz Club, London whilst the headline act was
no other than Mica Paris. The Jazz Festival returns next year
25th to 29th May 2023.

THE DONKEY SANCTUARY

The Sanctuary continues to be one of the most popular
attractions, with many of you coming to visit your named
Donkey. It is situated close to the coastal path and so a

beautiful part of the coastline to explore. The
Sanctuary hold a special visiting week in

May. Donkey Week 7-22 May. 

FOLK FESTIVAL

The Sidmouth Folk Festival returned to its full glory, with
special pre concerts from Steeleye Span and Fisherman’s
Friends.  There was a full programme of afternoon and
evening concerts, Ceilidhs, Workshops for singing & dancing,
poetry and storytelling, talks and presentations. The Glen’s
Drawing Room held some of these workshops daily. There is
little availability for accommodation for this week so please
get in touch soon. Dates for next year are 4 - 11 August 2023.

DEVON CRICKET

Local League games are played every weekend with visiting
teams throughout August on Sidmouth's stunning Fortfield
ground overlooking the sea and just moments away from the
Hotel. Fixtures for 2023 include: April 9th One Day Cricket
v Somerset XI ; June 25th One Day Cricket v Warwickshire;
August 20-22 Three Day Cricket v Herefordshire. 

WHATS ON DATES 2023
There is much to do and see in the area.  If you have any
special interests or need more information on specific
activities please speak to us.  Its good to know and to pass on
what has been most enjoyable.

Winter Warmers & Value Breaks www.royalglenhotel.co.uk
commence (to be confirmed 2023)

Sidmouth Museum Opening & Guided Walks 3 April 2023

Donkey Week 17 – 22 May.
www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk

Sidmouth Jazz Festival 25 – 29 May

Manor Pavilion Repertory Company
www.manorpavilion.com

Devon County Show 18 – 20 May

Cricket at the Fortfield April 9; June 25; August 20-22

Sidmouth Folk Festival 4 – 11 August

Regatta Weekend 25 August (Airshow scheduled)

Sidmouth Walking Festival September 17 – 23 (TBC)
tic@sidmouth.gov.uk

Classic Car Show 23 September

Science Festival 7 – 15 October 
www.sidmouthsciencefestival.org

GUESTS REVIEWS

Family get together

Had a great time, the Royal Glen is a beautiful building, inside
and out. My room was spacious, the lift was large, very friendly
staff, in fact there wasn't anything I could complain about, I felt
very relaxed there, with a lovely overall energy about the place.
In my eyes it was first class, better than many other places I have
stayed at. Lots of attention to detail and an added bonus is the
pool. Would definitely recommend to my friends and family, and
hope to come back again. 
Keep up the good work you've nailed it! 

Embroidery by Jacqueline Tovey



A gem in The Glen
This was a return trip and it’s still as lovely as ever. The hotel is a
delight rather like staying with a relative who has a historic house. Yes
it’s like staying in a National Trust house so full of history and quirky
too.

A gem of a place
I do love finding slightly quirky hotels and the Royal Glen is certainly
that. It’s a beautiful little place that is dwarves by enormous hotels
either side but still feels very private and quiet. The carpeted
hallways, antique furniture and grandfather clocks made me feel as
though I was back in my grandmother’s house but luckily all the staff
were much friendlier than my grandmother!

If booking a family get together,
celebrating a re-union call us direct for a
quote on a group rate. Rooms with easy access
to outside or your own patio door are ideal for visiting with your
pets.👍

SEASONS GREETINGS

We take this opportunity to wish
all our Glen family which extends
to all our Guests ‘Seasons Greetings
and a very Healthy Happy New
Year’. We thank you all for your
loyal custom, it is always a pleasure
to welcome your familiar faces and
always interesting to meet with our
new Guests. We would also like to
add here as we have had such a
number of young people taking
exams and starting University, a
thank you to them for all their
conscientious hard work over the
season and wish them all the very best for their studies. 
At the beginning of the year we saw Terry (Restaurant & Bar
Manager) after a delay of two years due to Covid, return to the
Philippines, become engaged to Lea and embark on building their
Hostel in the countryside.

During the winter period we will be busy with the decorating
projects, and some of the more boring mechanics of the business
have to be updated, including online booking. Best Deals are
always available by booking direct with us; don’t hesitate to call or
email, the office is open 9am – 4pm and at other times the phone
is re directed to Luke or Hilary, should you reach the answer
machine, please leave a message and we will return your call as
soon as possible.

If you already have a provisional reservation for 2023 your
personal early bird offer will soon be with you, available until
January 31st.

Best Offers will always be available in advance from the website
and direct, we are always happy to take your call. Please make
sure we have your up to date email, as you may be hearing from
us a little more.

Groups over 12 and visitors with children please call us direct.  

TARIFF 2023 
FEBRUARY Bed & Breakfast (dates to be confirmed)

1night 2 nights
Standard Double or Twin £129.00 £199.00 
Standard Single £69.00 £129.00

MARCH 4 day Value Breaks inclusive of Dinner
Standard Single £318.00*
Standard Twin £636.00*
Superior Single £372.00*
Superior Double £700.00*
Suite Double £756.00*
(*Saturdays not included except for 7 night pro rata stays)

April to November to be published; please call for early 
bird terms.

Get together & Celebration in October

Terry farewell

Glen Road, Sidmouth, Devon EX10 8RW 
Tel (01395) 513221  •  Email: info@royalglenhotel.co.uk

www.royalglenhotel.co.uk
Proprietors: Mrs H Caldwell and Mrs V Bess
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